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Roman people (populus Romanus et Quirites—the meaning of
the last word is disputed—or populus Romanus Quintium).
The patricians acted as cavalry (celeres) on a campaign, or
perhaps drove in chariots* As a matter of course, the kings
were commanders-in-chief, and also supreme as judges and
priests. We do not know whether their power was hereditary
or held for life. They communicated their decrees to the
people at specially summoned meetings (comitia).
About social and economic institutions we know little.
In later Rome the life of the community is based upon the
family (familia), in which the power of the father is absolute,
and which includes not only the wife and children but also
dependants—the clientes or ( listeners' and the slaves. It
must, however, be remembered that, together with the
patriarchal system which prevailed at Rome in historical
times, considerable traces survived of another system, called
' matriarchal', in which the mother is regarded as more
important than the father. The wealth of the family con-
sisted mainly of cattle (pecus), and for this reason money
was called pecunia. In Roman primitive religion, however,
the gods who protect agriculture and the evil spirits who
injure it are as important as the corresponding gods and
spirits who control cattle-breeding; and this shows that
agriculture early became the mainstay of economic life at
Rome.
The rapid growth of Rome was due to two causes—
proximity to Etruria and access to the mouth of the Tiber.
The second of these advantages soon made her a centre of
exchange, where goods came down by water and came up
in Greek and Phoenician ships. But thus she became a com-
petitor of the adjacent Etruscan cities, and Etruria was forced
to think seriously of conquering Latium. (It is worthy of
remark that the Etruscans penetrated into Campania at the
same time.) It is quite certain that a considerable part of
Latium was occupied by the Etruscans in the sixth century.
It is possible that they established themselves in some of the
cities, such as Praeneste and Tusculum, even earlier. One centre
of Etruscan predominance in Latium was certainly Rome,
where the powerful half-Etruscan dynasty of the Tarquins
ruled for some time. As elsewhere, so at Rome the Etruscans
formed a dominating caste, from which the native population
was excluded except the aristocracy who were rich in land

